 
Patrycja Betley
The charismatic multi-percussionist, composer, and music therapist Patrycja Betley is the driving force of the Polish music scene. She is a co-creator and performer of leading Polish world music bands, such as Kayah & Transoriental Orchestra, Betley/Miró Duo, and Karolina Cicha & Spółka, as well as jazz formations such as the Możdżer/Betley/Smoliński Trio.
 
As a soloist, Patrycja collaborates with the world-famous pianist Leszek Możdżer and performs with the Early Instruments Orchestra of the Warsaw Chamber Opera (MACV). She also works as a soloist alongside Krzysztof Meisinger, which further confirms her versatility and virtuosity.
Patrycja is the creator of "melody in rhythm," combining ethnic percussion instruments with classic drum kits and synthesizers, a fusion that defines her unique sound. 
As of 2022, she is an official endorser of MEINL, one of the world's leading drum brands, and an endorser of Metloef Drums' Irish frame drums (bodhrán), with the distinction of being the only woman and one of only two non-Irish endorsers.
Collaboration with various bands has brought her many prestigious awards in the most important competitions in Poland. Together with Karolina Cicha & Spółka, she received two nominations for the Fryderyk Awards of the Phonographic Academy. Individually, Patrycja was awarded, among others, awards for the Best Musician at the Folk Festival in Mikołajki, the Muzykorama competition in Września, and the Polish Radio Nowa Tradycja Folklore Festival.
 
Education is the basis of Patrycja's work. She is a certified art therapist and has completed specialist training in Gordon's music learning theory and gong therapy, with particular emphasis on their impact in therapy, both individually and in groups. She is a geography graduate with a geoinformation specialization. She combines her academic education with musical knowledge in her original project, Instrument Across the Map: Ethnic Musical Instruments from Around the World—History, Meaning, and Diversity. As part of this project, she conducts music and educational workshops and seminars. She also deals with music therapy, conducting classes in Poland and abroad for various age groups, including disabled people, using music as a transformational tool in therapy.
 
Currently pursuing a Ph.D. at the Academy of Music in Poznań is part of the Doctoral School of Solo and Ensemble Performance of Contemporary Music. Patrycja is also a lecturer at the Instrumental Department of the Academy of Music in Poznań, where she conducts classes on learning to play ethnic percussion instruments. She also conducted workshops, master classes, and lectures at the Fryderyk Chopin University in Warsaw (Faculty of Jazz and Stage Music, specialization in Jazz and World Music) and the Academy of Music Ignacy Paderewski in Poznań.
 
Patrycja's artistic achievements include over 20 CDs, as well as vinyl and cassette releases. She composed and co-composed music for theater performances, including Pawiak '44 at the Prison Museum in Warsaw, Talk about yourself, only about yourself at the Pantomime Theater in Wrocław, and Woman with a Circle in it at the Shakespeare Theater in Wrocław, Gdańsk. She also created the musical storytelling project The Goddess Brigid and the Imbolc.
www.patrycjabetley.pl
 

